
BY MICHAEL DEVAULT
The Citizen

Jay Russell was back at
his post as Ouachita
Parish chief deputy Mon-
day morning, less than 48
hours after outdistancing
a crowded field of candi-
dates to win the sheriff ’s
race.

With more than half of
the total vote, Russell
won the sheriff's race out-
right in the Oct. 22 pri-
mary election and
narrowly avoided a run-
off with former West
Monroe Police Chief
Larry LaBorde, who ran
second in the race.

Russell secured a little
more than 52 percent of
the vote in Saturday’s
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Monroe elections in jeopardy
BY MICHAEL DEVAULT

The Citizen

A planned election for
the Monroe City Council
may have to wait, after
city officials learned they
have missed a critical
deadline to redraw the
city's five council dis-
tricts.

The terms of Monroe's
five-member City Coun-
cil end in June 2012.
That means the city

would have to hold elec-
tions for those posts on
March 24, 2012.

However, provisions in
the city charter require
that redistricting plans
be submitted within one
year following any Cen-
sus and a minimum of
six months prior to the
next municipal election.

To date, the City Coun-
cil has not approved a re-
districting plan for the
city council districts and

is not expected to ap-
prove one before the end
of November, less than
the required six months
prior to election day per
the city charter

City Council Chairman
Jay Marx said he first
learned Tuesday morn-
ing that Monroe may not
be able to hold City

Council elections in
March.

“Immediately I called
(city attorney Nancy
Summersgill and we
started looking at it and
talking about it,” said
Marx. “Where at first it
looked like there was an
easy solution, there is
not.”

Summersgill serves as
city attorney for the City
of Monroe. It is Sum-
mersgill's job to advise

the city on matters relat-
ing to the law.

Marx was quick to
point out this was not
the first time the city
had dealt with a conflict
between a Census count
and a planned election
for the City Council.

According to Marx, the
situation arose in 1991
as well. However, Marx
said no one associated
with city government
today was active in gov-

erning the city in 1991,
so record of how the
problem was addressed
then will be hard to come
by.

Monroe Mayor Jamie
Mayo said part of the
problem this time
around was that the city
challenged the findings
of the 2010 Census.

According to the pre-
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WEST MONROE tailback Steven Jones (5) runs in for a score last week against Ruston High School. The Rebels face three-time
defending Florida state champions, the Cocoa High School Tigers, in a rare Saturday matchup. Kick-off is at 7 p.m. For more on area
prep football — including important district games this weekend — see Page 1B.
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An industrial park near the Ike Hamil-
ton Expo Center in West Monroe could ex-
pand in the near future if the City of West
Monroe buys a 40-acre tract adjacent to
the park.

Eric Hale, who serves as economic devel-
opment director for the city, says West
Monroe has “had enough interest” from po-
tential tenants of the park to justify mov-
ing forward with a wetlands study to
determine whether the city should buy the
40 acres of land.

“Without some land we can offer to peo-
ple, it’s really tough to go out and bring in
new companies and new jobs,” Hale said.

The tract of land in question is owned by
a local family and is similar to a 40-acre
tract the city bought a couple of years ago
to expand the industrial park.

That parcel of land was bought for
roughly $244,000. According to Hale, he
expects the city to pay roughly the same
price for the additional 40-acre tract if it
pursues the transaction.

“This would be something fairly consis-
tent with that purchase,” Hale said.

Before the purchase can be transacted,
West Monroe must first conduct the neces-
sary environmental studies and determine
whether the land would be suitable for use
as an industrial site.

At a regular meeting of the Board of Al-
dermen held earlier this month, aldermen
unanimously approved an ordinance to
commission a wetlands findings report.

After that survey is completed, the city

will conduct an environmental impact
study that is wider in scope.

If the land clears both of those hurdles, city
officials will move forward on negotiations
to buy the property. Hale declined to specu-
late on a timeframe to complete the deal.

“We’re doing all the stuff we have to do
before we do the purchase,” Hale said.

West Monroe Mayor Dave Norris said
West Monroe would use grant funding to
improve infrastructure on the 40-acre tract
near the Ike in anticipation of future de-
velopment.

“The location of the property makes it
very desirable for new or expanding busi-
nesses,” Norris said.

According to Norris, the land is perfectly
situated to entice future business expan-
sion.

“Our intent is to make the land available
to companies that bring jobs to the area or
to existing companies that intend to ex-
pand employment from current levels,”
Norris said. “We have been successful in
bringing new jobs to the area in the past
using this strategy.”

WEST MONROE

City pursues industrial park expansion
“Our intent is to make the

land available to companies
that bring jobs to the area or
to existing companies that

intend to expand employment
from current levels. We
have been successful in
bringing new jobs to the
area in the past using

this strategy.”
West Monroe Mayor Dave Norris
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election, compared to 21
percent for LaBorde.

“It took a lot of people,
a lot of hard work and a
lot of conviction to make
it happen,” Russell said.

Russell will assume
the reigns of the parish's
largest law enforcement
agency on July 1, 2012.
Until that time, though,
Russell said he expects
everything to be “busi-
ness as usual” at the
Sheriff ’s Office.

“I do know the depart-
ment very well, the pro-
grams and the budget,”
Russell said. “I don't
think there's going to be
a huge difference in
what I'm doing right
now and when I'll be
sworn in as sheriff.”

Russell has served as
chief deputy since 2008
when Toney, who was
elected in 2007, ap-
pointed him to the post.
He has served in that
capacity for almost four
years, but took a leave of
absence earlier this year
to campaign for sheriff.

Toney chose not to
seek re-election this
year.

With campaigning out
of the way, Russell said
it was time to get back to
work.

“I'm catching up on pa-
perwork and personnel
issues that needed han-

dling,” Russell said.
“We're looking at the
budget again and stay-
ing on top of those
things, the regular,
every-day stuff.”

Though Russell de-
clined to say who he will
name to serve as chief
deputy when he takes
over as sheriff next July,
he made one thing clear.

“I have no doubt the
new chief deputy will
come from within the de-
partment,” Russell said.

Russell also said he
had not made any deci-
sions about the chief
deputy post.

“We have many quali-
fied men and women
who can fill my job here
as chief deputy,” Russell
said.

In Saturday’s voting,
33,478 voters cast bal-
lots in the Ouachita
Parish Sheriff's race.
That represents about
33 percent of the more
than 100,000 registered
voters in Ouachita, ac-
cording to the Louisiana
Secretary of State’s of-
fice.

Russell garnered
17,455 votes to secure
52.14 percent of the total
vote.

LaBorde garnered
7,158 votes, or 21.38 per-
cent.

Retired Louisiana

State Trooper Cam Dou-
glas was not far behind
LaBorde. Douglas ran
third with 21.05 percent
of the vote, or 7,046
votes.

The remaining two
candidates in the race,
retired Monroe Chief of
Police Ron Schleuter
and West Monroe busi-
nessman Joe Brady, fin-
ished in single digits.

Schleuter received
1,316 votes, or 3.9 per-
cent of the vote. Brady
earned 503 votes to
come it at 1.5 percent of
the vote.

Russell attributed his
victory to an informed
and motivated elec-
torate.

“We had several issues
out there that people
took notice of,” Russell
said.

One issue that played
a central part in the
election was the budget
at Ouachita Correc-
tional Center.

Through Web videos,
news releases and tele-
vision commercials,
LaBorde implied part of
the OCC budget prob-
lems were due to the
work release program
operated by the Sheriff ’s
Office.

According to Russell,
another significant issue
in the race was a prop-

erty tax millage the
Ouachita Parish Police
Jury proposed to fund
operations at OCC.

LaBorde tried to tie
that tax to the Sheriff ’s
Office by “deceiving the
public on that,” Russell
said.

“To me, it was not an
election issue,” Russell
said. “They made it an
election issue because of
the tax that was put on
the ballot.”

Russell said the Sher-
iff's Office has been
working with the Police
Jury, the 4th Judicial
District Attorney’s office
and 4th Judicial District
Court judges for more
than a year to stream-
line the criminal justice
system in Ouachita to
relieve some of the
budgetary problems at
OCC. That work has in-
cluded reducing the
number of pretrial de-
tainees housed at OCC
and reducing personnel
costs.

“Those steps were not
taken because of the
election,” Russell said.
“They were made more
than a year ago, before
any of us had decided to
run for sheriff.”

That message res-
onated with voters, ac-
cording to Russell.

“I think people under-
stood that part of it,
that it was a totally dif-
ferent issue than an
election issue,” Russell
said.

Because of the work
the Sheriff's Office has
done in the past few
years, OCC will post a
surplus of more than
$200,000 this year, ac-
cording to Russell.
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liminary findings of the
2010 Census, Monroe’s
population is 48,815.

“Once that was in, we
immediately went about
challenging those num-
bers,” Mayo said.

The challenge was
necessary because Mon-
roe relies heavily on fed-
eral programs that are
available to municipali-
ties with populations
greater than 50,000.

Challenging the Cen-
sus took more than a
month, Mayo said, and
now the city may be left
without the necessary
time to approve new
council districts for the
March election.

Marx said city officials
are unsure what hap-
pens next.

“That cannot be an-
swered until we put
everything together,”
said Marx.

There are a host of fac-
tors that will impact any
solution to the city's
elections dilemma.

Among the factors are
requirements that the
city submit its redis-
tricting plan to the
Louisiana Secretary of
State, which must ap-
prove the districts be-
fore any elections can be
held.

Also, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice gets first
pass over any approved
city council districts to
ensure no residents of
the city are disenfran-
chised.

A Justice Department
review can take up to 60
days.

Monroe public rela-
tions director Rod Wash-
ington said other
municipalities have re-
quested accelerated con-
sideration in the past.

“It wouldn't be any-
thing new to ask them to
expedite our paper-
work,” Washington said.

Marx said he expected
to have “a final answer”
by Monday.

Until then, Marx said
he would be working
with Summersgill to
wrangle all of the neces-
sary information, from
state law to opinions is-
sued by the Louisiana
Attorney General.

If the municipal elec-
tions are not held in
March, state law dic-
tates that the city must
wait until the next gen-
eral election.

“If we cannot have it
in March, the first time
we could hold it would
be when there is an-
other regular election,
which is Nov. 6,” Marx
said.

The City Council
terms are set to expire
in June. According to
Washington, state law
allows for the possibility
that the current City
Council could continue
serving until new City
Council members are
elected.

Louisiana Revised
Statute 44:2 permits
public officers will re-
main in office until a
successor can be elected.

“Basically, their next
term would be short-
ened,” Washington said.

CLAIBORNE
CHRISTIAN
School in West
Monroe held a
pumpkin deco-
rating contest
this week.
Shown is Beck
Payne, left, and
Lee Taylor, head
of school, right.
Shown below is
a random selec-
tion of four sub-
missions.
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