
Gilmore,
Stevens 

sentencing set

WMHS hosts
track meet

Two Mon-
roe City
Council-
men con-
victed of
bribery

and racketeering will be
sentenced April 16 follow-
ing a decision by U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Robbie
James to let stand convic-
tions against the two.

Arthur Gilmore and Red
Stevens had expected to
go to trial again in April. 

Track teams from around
the parish will converge
on Rebel Stadium April 5
for the Coach Jack
Williams Relays. The meet
is named in honor of
long-time West Monroe
Rebels track coach Jack
Williams.

Five area schools are set
to take part in the relay
meet.

See Page 13A

See Page 8A

See Page 4B
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EDITORIAL: VOTE ‘YES’ FOR OCC  —  PAGE 4A

Legislature
eyes retirement 

reforms

OCC INMATE Sylvester Robinson stirs a massive pot of
cabbage in the jailhouse kitchen. Robinson and the
other inmates who work in the OCC kitchen prepare
more than 3,000 meals a day for a cost averaging
less than $1 per meal.

‘Dangerously understaffed’
By Michael DeVault
The Citizen

Ouachita Correctional Cen-
ter is so understa!ed that a
prison consulting "rm de-
scribed the jail as “one of the
most dangerous facilities” that
its consultants had visited.
#e Jail Sta$ng Assessment

was conducted by Crout and
Sida Criminal Justice Consult-
ants, a national consulting "rm
that specializes in jail opera-
tions. #e study was conducted
at the request of the Ouachita
Parish Police Jury and Oua-
chita Parish Sheri! ’s O$ce.

Local o$cials were on hand
in West Monroe Monday for a
meeting of the Ouachita Parish
Republic Women’s Club,
where they continued to stump
for a 9.2-mill levy to fund oper-
ations at OCC.

“#e studies show that it is a
dangerously understa!ed facil-
ity at OCC,” said Sheri!-elect

Jay Russell. “I fear for the
deputies and I fear for those
that we incarcerate.”

Voters will entertain the 9.2-
mill property tax proposal
when they go to the polls April
21. #at millage represents a
combination of two millages
that expired in December of
last year. 

Until last year, the Police Jury
collected an 8.6-mill levy to
help fund operations at OCC.
A separate 0.6-mill levy funded
maintenance at the facility.

Combined, the two millages
produce roughly $7.9 million
of OCC’s $10.5 million annual
operating budget.
#e millage proposal on the

April ballot would rededicate
the 0.6-mill levy to operations
as well, for a total levy of 9.2
mills.

Russell said he plans to use
the additional funds generated

by the 0.6-mills to hire addi-
tional sta! at OCC.

Russell said increased sta$ng
levels would address many of
the concerns raised in the
Crout and Sida assessment.

According to the consultants,
the jail’s sta$ng levels are not
su$cient to e!ectively support
operations at a facility the size
of OCC.

“We were told that most
times, the jail system operates
at minimum, or low, sta$ng
level,” the assessment stated.
“We were told of situations
where several post positions
were simply not "lled because
there was no one available to "ll
that position (due to illness or
other valid leave times).” 

Also, the consultants found
numerous cases where supervi-

OPSB
embraces
budget

cuts
By Sunny Meriwether
The Citizen

A shorter school year with
fewer teachers: that’s among the
cost-cutting moves approved by
the Ouachita Parish School
Board at its regular meeting
Tuesday. 

Board members agreed to four
recommendations from a special
"nance committee that was es-
tablished to "nd ways to deal
with shrinking state dollars and
a projected de"cit of more than
$3 million for the next "scal year.

On votes of "ve to zero, the
School Board adopted an exten-
sion of the partial hiring freeze
put in place earlier this year. It
will now extend through the
2012-2013 "scal year. Except in
certain circumstances, personnel
who quit or retire will not be re-
placed. 

Board members Red Sims and
Scott Robinson were absent
from the meeting.

Personnel Director Don
Coker estimated that 80 to 100
teaching positions may be elimi-
nated. Meanwhile, Superintend-
ent Bob Webber said he remains
optimistic that no employees will
be "red or laid o!. 

But Webber noted that with
84 percent of the system’s budget
in personnel costs, cuts in man-
power are unavoidable.

“It’s not something we want to
do,” Webber said. “But when you
have a de"cit and your budget
consists of 84 percent personnel,

Early voting for the April 21
general election begins Saturday.

Voters throughout Ouachita
Parish will entertain a 9.2-mill
property tax proposal to fund
operations at Ouachita Correc-
tional Center. 

In the City of Monroe, voters
will decide whether to re-elect
Mayor Jamie Mayo or extend
their support to his challenger,
retired physician Ray Arm-
strong.  

Mayo led the March 24 pri-
mary election with 42 percent of
the vote.  Armstrong polled 35
percent.

Some 101,320 voters through-
out the parish are eligible to take
part in the April 21 election. In
the city of Monroe, 31,935 reg-
istered voters are eligible to cast
ballots.

Early voting commences Satur-
day at the Registrar of Voters of-
"ce at 122 St. John St. in
Monroe and will continue
through April 14. 

Polls open each day at 8:30
a.m. and close at 6 p.m.

Early voting also will be held at
Chennault Aviation and Mili-
tary Museum on Kansas Lane in
Monroe on the following dates:

Saturday, April 7
Monday, April 9
Friday, April 13

Saturday, April 14
Ouachita Parish Registrar of

Voters Christa Medaries encour-
aged prospective voters to get
out early and vote.

“Don’t wait because something
could come up,” Medaries said.
“So vote now and you won’t have
to worry about it.”

Early voting begins Saturday

By Rev. George 
Wortham

God’s power over death
For many years I was a missionary in Chile, South America.  #ere

I witnessed what was called the “cueca sola.”  
#e cuaca is the national dance of Chile. It is a joyful dance based

on the mating dance of a rooster and hen. It is a romantic dance, a
dance of love.  
#e “cueca sola” is a dance that a woman dances alone.  
For almost a decade the military dictatorship in Chile arrested men

and took them o! to secret locations to be tortured and killed. #eir
bodies were either dumped in the ocean or buried in the deserts of

OUACHITA CORRECTIONAL CENTER
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Senator Mike
Walsworth
said he 
expects 
“substantial
amend-
ments” to
Gov. Bobby
Jindal’s plans

for reforming the Louisiana
retirement system.

Walsworth was just one of
several area lawmakers to
question whether Jindal’s
retirement plan would be-
come state law. 



northern Chile.
!ese women never saw

their sons and husbands
again. But they would
gather in the central
squares of the cities of
Chile and dance the cueca
alone with a picture of
their son or husband
pinned to their dress. And
they will not stop until
they know what happened
to their loved ones and
hopefully have their bod-
ies returned to them.

I think of the cueca sola
when I read about Mary
Magdalene in the Gospel
of John. She believes that
the body of Jesus has been
taken.  

We know how she feels.
Sometimes a grave is the

only place we have le" to
be near someone we love
and have lost to death. But
like the women of Chile,
even this has been taken

from Mary. So even when
Peter and John have le",
she remains and continues
to seek her Lord.  She will
not stop until she #nds
him. Mary loves Jesus and
it is this love that will not
let her stop.

I think we sometimes
miss the point of the resur-
rection.  We have this ten-
dency to focus on the
miracle of someone raised
from the dead. We focus
on an act of God’s power
over death.  And yes, this is
important.  

But Mary was not at the
tomb looking for a mira-
cle. She just wanted to #nd
Jesus. What drove her was
love, not interest in some
supernatural event. She
wanted to #nd her Lord.
She was following her
heart, and her heart took
her to Jesus.  

Her heart took her to an

unexpected miracle. What
a powerful story we read in
the gospel of John. 

Jesus just says her name,
“Mary,” and she knows his
voice and recognizes him. 

As Jesus had stated ear-
lier in the gospel of John,
“I am the good shepherd
and my sheep know my
voice.”  
!is is the point of the

resurrection story. !ose
who follow their hearts,
those who seek Jesus, will
#nd him.

He will call our name
and we will know that we
are his. 
!is is the unexpected

miracle of Easter. We can
still #nd Jesus.

Rev. George Wortham is
the pastor of Highland
Presbyterian Church in

West Monroe.

MESSAGE From Page 1A

that’s where you have to
make most of the cuts.
And we still hope to do it
through attrition and not
have to terminate anyone.”
!e board also approved

a shorter calendar for the
2012-2013 school year.
!e new calendar is #ve
school days shorter than
the current school year.
But Coker said the
amount of instructional
time will actually increase.

“We are adding minutes
to the day, from 372 min-
utes to 380 minutes per
day,” noted Coker. “Our
students are still going to
get the same quality in-
struction they’ve always
gotten, so we feel good
about that.” 

Coker estimated a
$57,000 savings from the
shorter calendar, mainly in
utility and transportation
costs.

For the fall semester,
Coker said students will
report to school for two
half-days, August 20 and
21. Full days begin August
22. !e last day for stu-
dents will be May 23,
2013, when classes will
dismiss at 11:30 a.m. 
!e calendar also built

in more in-service days to

prepare teachers for imple-
mentation of the “com-
mon core” curriculum. 
!anksgiving Break is

November 19-23. Christ-
mas holidays begin at
11:30 December 21, and
classes resume January 7.
!e Easter holiday has
been combined with
Spring Break, beginning
March 25. Students return
to school April 2.  

Also adopted was a rec-
ommendation to reduce
the number of para-profes-
sionals such as hall moni-
tors, again through
attrition or by moving
them into positions in
which they have more di-
rect instructional contact
with students.
!e #nal recommenda-

tion approved was a sus-
pension of the current
practice of hiring college
students part-time. 

Coker said the nine stu-
dents now employed won’t
be #red but will not be re-
placed when they leave.
!at will save the system
about $75,000, according
to Coker.

Board members also ap-
proved a revision to the
budget for the current aca-
demic year. Business man-

ager Juanita Duke said the
revision was needed because
of a second increase in the
amount the system must
contribute to the group
health insurance plan. 

“!ey had already ap-
proved, and I had already
accounted for, the rate in-
crease that took e$ect July
1,” Duke said. “But they
came back in the fall, a"er
the budget had already
been adopted, and in-
creased the rate another six
percent. !at was unex-
pected, and we hated to
hear that, but it was kind
of a done deal.”

Duke said the district
will end up with a de#cit
of about $3.4 million for
the current #scal year, a bit
more than originally pro-
jected.
!e next School Board

meeting will be April 17 at
6:00 p.m. 

On the agenda at that
meeting will be an item
deferred during this week’s
meeting. 
!e School Board will

discuss whether to change
its meeting schedule to en-
sure that members do not
have recurring con%icts
which prevent them from
attending.

EMBRACES From Page 1A

sors and managers were
doing jobs that should
have been assigned to
deputies. 

“While we applaud the
work ethic and ‘can-do’
attitude of everyone in-
volved, this practice iden-
tifies two important
aspects of staffing this fa-
cility,” the consultants
wrote. “First, there is a
chronic situation where
there are simply no
deputies available to com-
plete critical tasks. Sec-
ondly, that while
supervisors and managers
are performing line-staff
tasks to supplement the
deficiency in staffing lev-
els, they are under-per-
forming or not
performing the essential
tasks that they are respon-
sible for, namely, supervis-
ing and managing
operations in the jail.”

Crout and Sida com-
mended operational effi-
ciencies at the jail, but the
group also singled out the
need for more post offi-
cers in the facility.

“The organization is
merely trying to operate
with the number of staff
that was approved by the
funding authority,” the as-
sessment stated.

By law, the Police Jury
owns and funds the jail.

The Sheriff ’s Office oper-
ates it.

Ouachita Parish Police
Jury President Shane Smi-
ley said that passage of the
9.2-mill property tax was
necessary. 

“This isn’t a sales pitch,”
Smiley said. “This is
about something the
community needs.”

Smiley said the individ-
uals incarcerated at OCC
represent the worst crim-
inal element in the com-
munity.

“You don’t want to
stand next to those guys
at Brookshire’s,” Smiley
said. “It’s not a safe envi-
ronment.”

All suspected felons ar-
rested in Ouachita Parish
are booked through
OCC. According to jail
records, seven out of 10
bond out within 24
hours.

The three out of 10 that
remain behind bars in-
clude violent offenders,
rapists, armed robbery
suspects and murderers,
according to 4th Judicial
District Attorney Jerry
Jones.

The individuals who are
held without bond repre-
sent what are called “pre-
trial detainees” — those
individuals who must re-
main behind bars pending

trial. 
Almost two-thirds of

the 1,000 or so inmates
housed at OCC are pre-
trial detainees, according
to the most recent statis-
tics available.

In spite of understaffing
at OCC, jail operations at
the facility are remarkably

efficient, officials said.
Russell noted that in-

mates are fed for less than
$1 per meal. They grow
much of their own food,
work in the kitchens at
OCC and maintain
parish equipment and fa-
cilities, all of which com-
bines to improve

efficiency, according to
Russell.

“So don’t think for one
minute it’s a country club
out at OCC,” Russell said.

Meanwhile, Jones said
his office and the 4th Ju-
dicial District Court are
working in tandem to
move pre-trial detainees

through the system as
quickly as possible.

According to Jones,
more than 96 percent of
all pre-trial detainees are
processed through the
court system within nine
months.

“You can’t go any faster
than that,” Jones said.
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Citizen Photo
OCC INMATES work to unload and clean food trays following a busy lunch shift. Inmate labor makes up a sig-
nificant portion of the food services, maintenance and cleaning staff at OCC, according to Sheriff-elect Jay
Russell.

“Angel Ministries Day
Program,” which is a help
outreach for the commu-
nity’s developmentally dis-
abled, will sell hand-
decorated Easter eggs dur-
ing the Easter season.  

As part of the “Day Pro-
gram,” members of the
“Shared Support” group
have decorated the eggs
and are inviting the public
to purchase them for their

holiday decorations.  Eggs
are $2 each or $5 each if
personalized.  

To order the eggs, call
Mary at Angel Ministries
at 388-5100.

Angel Ministries Pro-
duction Company will
also present a musical
drama “It’s All Because of
Jesus” at the annual Easter
Party at Care Solutions,
509 North 2nd St., Mon-

roe, and a production
open to the public on
Sunday, April 15, at 2
p.m.

Several of the cast mem-
bers, along with choir
members, have develop-
mental disabilities. 
!e play is free to the

public but donations are
appreciated.

For more information,
call 362-0036.

Group selling hand-decorated eggs


